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The board meeting was called to order by Greg Barron, Budget Officer on June 24, 2020 @ 6:45pm at the facility of NMVCD. (Social distancing was practiced during this meeting)

Members Present: Lenn Greer, Glenn Maret, Kevin Gilbertson, Pat Tolar, Smokey Joe Wightman, Greg Barron and Anita Baumgart

Approval of budget committee minutes
A motion was made by Lenn to approve the budget committee meeting minutes. Glenn seconded the motion and it passed.

Operational Budget Resolution Discussion
Greg informed the board that the district is required to have a full audit review because the district’s operational budget has reached a million dollars. The audit costs approximately $8,000.00 and will be more involved than an audit review. Greg said that the board must approve the budget and sign the appropriate paperwork. Paperwork was signed by all board members. 

Greg stated that the districts operational budget is $1,145,654.00.  Greg said, as Morrow County brings in more revenue the budget will eventually get better. A motion was made by Lenn to approve the Operational Budget Resolution for 2020-2021 fiscal year. Kevin seconded the motion and it passed.

Greg explained that for the Morrow County Treasurer to invest funds that a resolution needed to be signed by 4 board members. Greg also reminded the board that a vote is not required for this resolution. The resolution was signed.

Oath of Office for new board member
Greg told the board that he went to a County Commissioners meeting to seek approval to appoint Pat Tolar to the district’s board. Approval was granted. The Oath of Office paperwork was officially signed by Pat Tolar and Smokey Joe Wightman signed as a witness.

Elect new Board Chairman
Greg reminded the board that former Board Chairman, Roger Trueax retired from the board in January, so a new Board Chairman would need to be elected. Kevin Gilbertson nominated Glenn Maret to be the new Board Chairman and a check signer for the District at Banner Bank. Smokey Joe seconded the nomination and it passed. Glenn Maret was elected Board Chairman.

Option levy discussion and resolution
Greg told the board that our district has been doing the option levy since 2009 because of the foreseen need to have extra money to fight the spread of WNv. The option levy renewal is .10 cents per $1,000 of assessed value, but voters will see a larger amount of money than the district will receive because of compression. There was some discussion about promoting our district through social media by interaction with the public through trivia questions, where they could win a coffee card to a variety of coffee shops located in the district. Kevin also said we could ask the question on social media, but they would have to go to the website to submit their answer. Greg liked the ideas and said he will have some of his employees investigate this idea and promote it.

A motion was made by Kevin to authorize the resolution for the option levy. Smokey Joe seconded, and it passed. All board members signed the resolution.

Facility updates and discussion
Greg informed the board that he had received the new lease agreement from the Port of Morrow and the district will pay $2,000.00 per year with a 25-year lease agreement in place.

Greg provided the board with building cost estimates of both modular and frame built for the office/lab and for the chemical building as well. There was much discussion on how to proceed with construction of the facilities. It was unanimously decided to proceed with construction in phases. The board said since we have been saving up for the chemical building construction to start with it and pay it out right and then to seek out a loan for the office/lab construction phase. 

A motion was made by Lenn to spend up to $80,000.00 from the district’s funds to construct the chemical building. Kevin seconded the motion and it passed. 

Mosquito Update
Greg told the board that the mosquito season started off slow but is now picking up. The helicopter recently had a few mechanical issues putting our helicopter treatments off schedule. The bg-counter traps are up a running, so we can continuously monitor mosquito populations via the bg-counter app. Mosquito complaints are up a little and so is the Columbia River resulting in mosquitoes hatching off on the Washington side and traveling over into the Irrigon area. With the trapping program up and running and our full-time field crew out and working, the mosquito population will begin to level out.

Meeting adjourned.
Glenn Maret moved to adjourn the meeting. Lenn seconded the motion to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned @ 8pm

Respectfully submitted by 

Anita Baumgart, Acting Secretary
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